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THE PREMIER COLLEGIATE CONTEST 

Rule Book 
Teams 

The New York Business Plan Competition (NYBPC) reserves the right to withhold prize money and/or in-kind services 

from winning teams who do not comply with the eligibility requirements. In order to be eligible to apply for and         

participate in the NYBPC, all teams must meet the following criteria:  

Consist entirely of currently enrolled graduate and/or undergraduate students from accredited New York       

colleges and universities 

A faculty or staff member is required to be listed as an advisor for the team; offering guidance, support, and 

technical expertise 

Students may not participate on more than 1 team each year of the competition  

Cumulative public and private capital raised may not exceed $100,000 

Student ownership of venture must be 100% 
 

Student entrepreneurs that meet the eligibility requirements above are 

invited to submit applications for their idea or venture under one of the 

following six categories: 

Biotechnology / Healthcare 

Energy / Sustainability 

Information Technology / Software 

Nanotechnology / Advanced Technology 

Products / Services 

Social Entrepreneurship / Non-Profit 
 

4ÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÍÉÆÉÎÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ .Å× 9ÏÒËȭÓ ΧΦ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ             

Development Council zones ɀ Capital Region, Central New York, North Country, Mohawk Valley, Finger Lakes,      

Western New York, Southern Tier, Mid-Hudson, New York City, and Long Island. The top two teams in each of the six 

categories from each of the 10 regional semifinal competitions will advance to the statewide final competition at the 

#ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÏÆ .ÁÎÏÓÃÁÌÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ %ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇȭÓ !ÌÂÁÎÙ .ÁÎÏÔÅÃÈ #ÏÍÐÌÅØ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ Ψάȟ ΨΦΧΩȢ 
 

The presentation format for the regional semifinal and statewide final competitions may vary slightly based on the 
number of teams participating in each region. For the statewide final competition, each team will have 10 minutes to 
pitch, which will be followed by 5 minutes of Q&A with the panel of investor judges. Judges are advised to act as they 
would in a closed-door boardroom investment presentation during the Q&A session.  
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THE PREMIER COLLEGIATE CONTEST 

Rule Book 
Judges 

The New York Business Plan Competition (NYBPC) prides itself on innovation and technical merit. Both of these values 

are hallmarks of the organizing universities, and we strive to integrate them into every aspect of the NYBPC. To do so, 

we have established a transparent judging process with no conflicts of interest between our judges and the teams that 

they are evaluating. In addition, all judges must meet the following criteria: 

Active early stage private (angel, venture capital, investment bank, private equity, etc.) and/or public (state and 

federal agencies) investors 

Prior experience investing in or desire to invest in New York startups 

Willing to work with early stage, student-led ventures 

 

Judges at the NYBPC rate participating teams based on the following criteria: 

Compelling Idea/Venture 

Founders & Team 

Pitch Quality 

 

For more information about the NYBPC, including the informational flyer, team application, partnership white paper, 

and sponsorship overview, please visit: www.nybplan.com. 
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2013 Sponsors 
 

 

Title Sponsors  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Energy/Sustainability Track Sponsor  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Sponsors  
 
 
 
 

 
Friend Sponsors  

 
 
 
 

 

Silver Sponsors  
 
 
 
 
 

Bronze Sponsors  
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